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The Assessment is the first step in the National Forest land management plan revision process. The
Assessmentis not a decision, but a summary of known current conditions and trends.

The purpose of this assessment is to rapidly evaluate existing information about relevant
ecological, economic, and social conditions, trends and sustainability, and document their
relationship to the Tongass land management plan within the context of the broader landscape.

The Assessment objectives are:

1. Identify a solid base of available information

2. Build an understanding of relevant information with the public and other interested parties
before starting plan revision

3. Develop relationship with interested parties to facilities public and government
participation among government entities, Alaska Native Tribes, Alaska Native Corporations,
private landowners, and other partners and interested parties.

4. Develop readiness of both the Agency and the public to focus on topics appropriate to a
plan or plan revision.

We plan to release our complete draft Assessment in early 2025. We are in the process of
developing the assessment sections, and they are a work in progress.

This document is a preliminary framework for our assessment sections. Included is a DRAFT Table
of Contents, and the current literature and information that we have gathered, for each required
Assessment topic.

This is subject to change, and we expect that some of these sections will look different at the time
of the Draft Assessment release. We will continue to incorporate tribal, agency and public
feedback into this document throughout the assessment phase.

The sections below are topics that are required to be Assessed, as directed by the 2012 Forest
Service Planning Rule. The overall organization of the Assessment may look different than currently
shown below, as we receive additional feedback during this assessment phase.
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Tongass National Forest Distinct Roles and Contributions

INTRODUCTION
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KNOWN FOR GLACIERS, STEEP WALLED FJORDS, SMALL TOWNS SURROUNDED BY MOUNTAINS, LUSH FORESTS, WILDLIFE
RELATIVELY INTACT AND STABLE ECOSYSTEMS

CLIMATE CHANGE IS RE-SHAPING THE LANDSCAPE, BUT NOT YET MAJOR EFFECTS TO ECOSYSTEM SERVICES ...vvuvvunernrennennnes
THE TONGASS HAS MANY CHARACTERISTICS DIFFERENT THAN OTHER NATIONAL FORESTS IN THE LOWER 48, BUT WE WILL
FOCUS ON THE FOUR BELOW

HOMELAND OF THE TLINGIT, HAIDA AND TSIMSHIAN PEOPLE

This section will be completed in conjunction with tribal representatives

TEMPERATE RAINFOREST ARCHIPELAGO - MOSTLY INTACT ECOSYSTEM

Basic ecosystem components
Functions

Important Ecosystem Services from thiS @COSYSTEIM ......cuuviuuiiiiiiiieii ettt ettt et e e s e eens
Tongass National Forest does not encompass this entire ecosystem, but is a large portion
Unique in the Forest Service system and in the UNited STateS....ciiuuiiiiiiiuiieiiiiie e eee e e e e e eneanaans
Other important ecosystems are within this overarching type (other than temperature rainforest)

The key ecosystem services all depend on intact ecosystems

SALMON

IMPORTANT ECOLOGICALLY, FOR FOOD SECURITY, CULTURALLY AND ECONOMICALLY. vvuvuttetenenernrnrnereenenesesnenesesnsnsseenens
Largest remaining wild salmon runs in the world
Across all of coastal Alaska, NOt JUST TONZASS....ivuuuiiiii ettt et e et e e e e e e era e s eeen e e ennneeennaeee
Tongass rivers, lakes and streams produce 80% of the commercial salmon annually harvested from Southeast

Alaska, 28% from all of Alaska, and 25% of the entire west coast annual harvest. .......ccoeeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiereneeenns
Ecological importance

Food source for PEOPLE AN WIlALITE c...cvuiiniiniiiii it ee e et et et e ee et eaeeansaaaaneannssnsanssnssnennees
Nutrient pathway from ocean to land
Culturalimportance
Essential to Alaskan way of life
Essential to indigenous culture
Economic importance

Importance to food security

RECREATION AND SCENERY

Over 2 million visitors per year

Over half arrive on cruise ships

72,000 residents live in close association with the Tongass National FOrest.......ccviuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiireneeeieeeeeeenes
Primary economic contributor to the Region and State, with a trend of growing importance



Users come to see a wild place, with glaciers, scenery, and wildlife, as well as experience Alaska culture
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Species of Conservation Concern
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Additional Species of Interest on the Tongass
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Carbon Stocks and Pools
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Land Ownership, Adjustments and Non-Recreation Special Uses
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Include connection to other lands within that DOUNGAIY. ...........ieiiiiiiiieeee e e e
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